
Appendix 1.  Pest Plants of Moreton Island  

(Batianoff and Ford, 2003). 
Common name Botanical name Family Life form 
Vines & Creepers  
heart seed vine, balloon vine Cardiospermum grandiflorum Sw. Sapindaceae Vine 
wild melon Citrullus lanatus (Thunb) Matsum. & Kakae var. lanatus Cucurbitaceae Perennial creeper/vine 
glory lily Gloriosa superba L. Colchicaceae Perennial tuber/vine 
mile-a-minute, morning glory Ipomoea cairica (L.) Sweet Convolvulaceae Vine 
blue morning glory Ipomoea indica (Burm.) Merr. Convolvulaceae Vine 
Siratro Macroptilium atropurpureum (DC.) Urb. Fabaceae Vine/creeper 
twining snapdragon Maurandia scandens (DN) Scrophulariaceae Vine 
Common passionfruit Passiflora edulis Sims Passifloraceae Vine 
Stinking passion vine Passiflora foetida L. var. foetida Passifloraceae Vine 
corky passion flower Passiflora suberosa L. Passifloraceae Vine 
Philodendron Philodendron giganteum (DN) Araceae Climbing shrub/vine 
arrowhead vine Syngonium podophyllum Schott Araceae Vine 
X wanderting jew Tradescantia zebrina   
Narrow-leaf vetch Vicia sativa subsp. nigra (L.) Ehrh. Fabaceae Vine/creeper 
Graminoids  
Whiskey grass Andropogon virginicus L. Poaceae Perennial grass 
Common oats Avena sativa L. Poaceae Annual grass 
broadleaf carpet grass Axonopus compressus (Sw.) P. Beauv. Poaceae Perennial grass 
Signal grass Brachiaria decumbens Stapf Poaceae Perennial grass 
Prairie grass Bromus catharticus Vahl Poaceae Annual grass 
Mossman River grass Cenchrus echinatus L. Poaceae Annual grass 
Rhodes grass Chloris gayana Kunth Poaceae Perennial grass 



Common name Botanical name Family Life form 
green couch Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers. var. dactylon Poaceae Perennial grass 
Flatsedge Cyperus aggregatus (Willd.) Endl. Cyperaceae Perennial sedge 
Summer grass Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) Koeler Poaceae Annual grass 
Queensland blue couch Digitaria didactyla Willd. Poaceae Perennial grass 
Bastard summergrass Digitaria violascens Link Poaceae Perennial grass 
Variable spike sedge Eleocharis minuta Boeck. Cyperaceae Perennial sedge 
African lovegrass Eragrostis curvula (Schrad.) Nees Poaceae Perennial grass 
Elastic grass Eragrostis tenuifolia (A.Rich.) Hochst. ex Steud. Poaceae Annual grass 
red Natal grass Melinis repens (Willd.) Zizka Poaceae Annual grass 
green panic Panicum maximum var trichoglume Eyles ex Robyns Poaceae Perennial grass 
vasey grass Paspalum urvillei Steud. Poaceae Perennial grass 
Kikuyu grass Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. Ex Chiov. Poaceae Perennial grass 
Winter grass Poa annua L. Poaceae Winter annual grass 

Schoenoplectus erectus (Poir.) Palla ex J.Raynal Cyperaceae Perennial sedge 
Slender pigeon grass Setaria parviflora (Poir.) Kerguelen Poaceae Perennial grass 
South African pigeon grass Setaria sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss Poaceae Perennial grass 
Sorghum Sorghum x almum Parodi Poaceae Perennial grass 
Buffalo grass Stenotaphrum secundatum (Walter) Kuntze Poaceae Perennial grass 
Herbs  
X billygoat weed Ageratum conyzoides Asteraceae Annual herb 
blue billygoat weed Ageratum houstonianum Mill. Asteraceae Annual herb 
khaki weed Alternathera pungens Kunth Amaranthaceae Annual herb 
green amaranth Amaranthus viridis L. Amaranthaceae Annual herb 
Mexican poppy Argemone ochroleuca Sweet subsp. Ochroleuca Papaveraceae Annual herb 
red-head cottonbush Asclepias curassavica  L. Asclepiadaceae Annual herb 
asparagus fern Asparagus aethiopicus L. cv. Sprengeri Asparagaceae Perennial herb 
wild aster Aster subulatus Michx. Asteraceae Annual herb 



Common name Botanical name Family Life form 
cobblers pegs Bidens pilosa L. Asteraceae Annual herb 
mother of millions Bryophyllum delagoense (Eckl. & J. Zeyh.) Schinz Crassulaceae Succulent perennial herb 
mother of millions Bryophyllum pinnatum (Lam.) Kurz Crassulaceae Succulent perennial herb 
mother of millions Bryophyllum tubiflorum Harv. Crassulaceae Succulent perennial herb 
sea rocket Cakile edentula (Bigelow) Hook. Brassicaceae Succulent annual herb 
Basket plant Callisia fragrans (Lindl.) Woodson Commelinaceae Succulent perennial herb 
 


